30                                BACON.
lished in Latin in 1620, and the De Augments Scientiarum which was published in Latin in 16*23. The last of these works may be regarded as a much enlarged edition of the first, though The Twoo BooJces of Francis Bacon of the Proficience and * Advancement of Learning Divine and Humane have a certain advantage over their larger and more pretentious rival from being presented in a more compendious form and in the noble and flowing periods of their author's English instead of in a foreign tongue or a translation. James the First had ascended the throne of England in 1603; and Bacon, who was anxious to stand well with him as well as to interest him. in his schemes for the reformation of science, appears to have hurried on the composition of the Advancement of Learning for the purpose of making an " oblation/' as he calls it, to the new king. Hence the marks of haste and incompleteness which may be detected in the Second Book, that which treats of the deficiencies to be supplied in the present stock of knowledge. In the De Augmentis this one book was expanded into no less than eight. The first book is far more finished in style, and more complete in matter. It seems to have been written in the year 1603, immediately after James' accession, and treats of the dignity of learning and " the excellency of the merit and true glory in the augmentation and propagation thereof." A prince, who was himself learned and interested in-learning, might, so Bacon thought, do much to help in the accumulation of those materials and the provision of that co-operation which were necessary to the renovation of the sciences. But James was himself too much embarrassed in his finances during the greater part of his reign, to become a second Alexander, had he even believed sufficiently in Bacon's design to be willing to assume that character.
When Bacon wrote the Advancement of Learning> he does7N.ed him to take refugehich banishednee may explain, though it does not excuse, the weakness to whieh hi1 yielded. That weakness,tch 6, 1616-17, Lord Ellesmere, who had long been. II. KLKN, F.R.G.S., Autl,,,roi " I-V
